
Picasso Cubist Superheroes
6th grade



Pablo Picasso: Early works
Picasso didn’t just make abstract art, he also painted realistic portraits from life such as this 
one and the two paintings in the next slide.



Early works continued..



Picasso and Cubism

• From c. 1907-1917, Pablo Picasso pioneered the Cubism movement, a 
revolutionary style of modern art that Picasso formed in response to the 
rapidly changing modern world. 
• Picasso challenged conventional, realistic forms of art through the 

establishment of Cubism. He wanted to develop a new way of seeing that 
reflected the modern age, and Cubism is how he achieved this goal.
• Picasso did not feel that art should copy nature. He felt no obligation to 

remain tied to the more traditional artistic techniques of perspective, 
modeling, and foreshortening and felt two-dimensional object. Picasso 
wanted to emphasize the difference between a painting and reality.



In depth explanation on cubism

• Picasso was a master at paining realistic images but he wanted to 
create art that was different than what everybody else was doing. He 
wanted to create something original instead of just paining images 
from real life.
• He would simplify objects into geometric shapes and planes that may 

or may not add up to a whole image. He would distort figures and 
forms and simultaneously depict different points of view on one 
plane.



Picasso: Cubism Portrait
You can see in this example that it is a paining of a woman but her form is distorted. 
Much of her features make up different shapes



Cubist Portrait 



More examples…
Think about how these two images are cubist? What makes them cubist?



More examples…
Notice in the right image there are two points of view. The woman is faced/looking in one 
direction but her eyes face us. Notice the shape of both women’s faces. Everything is broken 
down into basic geometric shapes.



Common misconceptions about 
abstract/cubism
• “ I just need to draw badly or make it look like a 5 year old did it for it 

to look abstract” –just because it is not a realistic portrait of a person 
does not mean that it is easy or requires no effort.
• To create an abstract/cubist portrait requires a lot of thought, time, 

and skill. You are taking an image and deconstructing it, breaking it up 
and rearranging pieces, and your are experimenting with form. 
• You should still be able to tell who the person is you are

abstracting/making cubist. It should not be unrecognizable
• ”So This doesn’t need a lot of detail”- On the contrary, making a

cubist portrait requires a lot of detail!



Picasso: Same image, Left is a realistic sketch and 
the Right is a cubist version



Student example



Another student example



Now that you have a understanding on Picasso and his work we 
are going to use it and apply it to pop culture.

• You will pick a superhero character and redesign it to be cubist.
• You are not just drawing your superhero by copying it off the computer. It

has to be Cubist!
• Think about what character you want to choose and why
• In the next few slides you will see DC and Marvel superhero’s. These are

examples of cubist superhero’s.
• You are allowed to do any of the superhero’s in these slides, HOWEVER you 

are not copying them exactly as they are shown. If you choose a character 
in one of these slides you have to make yours different. 
• You may not choose any of the villans



















Requirements/Characters

• You do not need to pick a comic book superhero. This assignment is 
about choosing a hero and a hero can be a lot of things. A hero could 
be someone you know in real life, a family member, a character from 
a book, someone from a movie. All of these choices are acceptable.
• Please think about who you are choosing and why it should be a 

serious choice not something silly.
• Please no Villains or weapons. This includes characters such as the 

Joker, Deadpool, or Dark Vader. 



Requirements

• Think about your background and how it relates to you superhero. 
• You cannot leave your background blank
• Please include as much of your superhero as possible. Drawing just

the head and shoulders in NOT acceptable .



Written requirements: please fill out the 
following in Complete sentences.

1. Who is your superhero? Where are they from, a movie, book, real
life? What is they’re role/what do they do?

2. Why did you choose this person or character? What makes them a
superhero?

3. What makes somebody a hero to you and why? This does not have 
to relate to who you chose. (please write at LEAST 5 sentences for 
this question)

4. Does your person or character have any strengths or weaknesses? If
so what are they, be specific.



Grades

• At the end of the week please send me an email of your written 
responses in addition to a picture of your finished Superhero art.
• If you have any questions please reach out to me through email.



Materials

• You are allowed to use whatever materials you have available to you 
for this project. Colored Pencils, Markers, Pastels, Paint, ect.
• If you do not have drawing paper or any large paper than you can use

computer paper.



Colored pencils: Suggested for the character
Here are examples of how you can blend and shade with colored pencils



continued




